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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We are blessed to have you worship with us today and we pray that the message of God’s love that 

you hear today will be a blessing to your faith and life. If Peace Lutheran Church can serve your 

spiritual needs in any way or if you simply have questions about us and what we teach, please do 

not hesitate to contact us. Our contact information is at our website: www.peacelutherantrinity.com. 

➢ Restrooms are located to the left of the worship space.  

➢ Children’s Sunday School Sunday School is for children ages 3-12 and is offered at the 

end of worship. Children can go to the classrooms behind the worship space following the 

closing the hymn.    

➢ Connection Cards If you would like to receive more information about Peace Lutheran, be 

sure to fill out a Connection Card. You can find them at the Guest Services table. You can 

return the card in the offering plate. If you are visitor you can also take your connection 

card to the Guest Services table and pick up a free gift – Meditations or Forward in Christ.  

SERVICE NOTES 

In our readings and message today, listen carefully to hear how God, the one with all power and 

authority, uses his authority in the most unlikely of ways. There are two different reactions to Jesus’ 

authority. Some will repent and turn in faith to Jesus, some will reject Jesus’ authority. The difference 

between repentance and rejection is always faith. May God strengthen our faith that we may ever 

hear and believe his words to us.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Joel Schwartz 

Guitarist (Recording) Jim Denny 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
Service items are printed under OneLicense.net #A-716075 and CCLI #11178521. Artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyrighted by 

Ian M. Welch 2013. All Rights Reserved. www.paramentics.com. Cover Artwork by Clemens Schmidt and Placid 

Stuckenschneider. Copyrighted by The Order of Saint Benedict, 1996, 2003. All rights reserved. Clip Art for the Liturgical 

Year.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The service focuses us on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this gift with 

prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 

WELS CONNECTION  

INVOCATION1 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

ABSOLUTION2 

M: God, our heavenly father has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 

give you strength to live according to his will.    

C: Amen. 

 

 
1 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
2 “The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23. 



 

A HYMN OF PRAISE  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name | 370 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for 

without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 



 

The Word 

 

FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  

“Sour grapes” is the expression that applies to a situation where someone acts out of lingering resentment. 

The expression actually comes from this biblical reference in which the people of Israel were accusing God 

of acting unjustly toward them because of their parent’s sin. They forgot to repent of their own sins. God 

calls them to repent.  

he word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this 

proverb about the land of Israel: 

“‘The parents eat sour grapes, 

    and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 

3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in 

Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. 

The one who sins is the one who will die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it 

not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and 

commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die.27 But if 

a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just 

and right, they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they have 

committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the 

Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not 

your ways that are unjust? 

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the 

Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your 

downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and 

a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of 

anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 25 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift my soul;  

In you I trust, O my God.  

Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love,  

For they are from of old.  

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; 

According to your love remember me, for you are good, O Lord.  

Turn to me and be gracious to me,   

For I am lonely and afflicted.  

Look upon my affliction and my distress   

And take away all my sins. 

Guard my life and rescue me,  

For I take refuge in you.   

THE SECOND LESSON Philippians 2:1-11 

Repentance leads to real obedience, our attitude and actions imitate Christ. 

herefore, if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 

from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 
2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one 

in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you 

to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset 

as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;  
7 rather, he made himself nothing  

by taking the very nature of a servant,  

being made in human likeness.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  

by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!  

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name,  
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
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VERSE OF THE DAY  Philippians 2:11 

M:  Alleluia. At the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia.  

 

M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 21. 

esus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the 

elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they 

asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one 

question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s 

baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed 

it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you 

believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold 

that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 

‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his 

mind and went.30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 

answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show 

you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:      Praise be to you, O Christ! 

HYMN  Chief of Sinners Though I Be  | 385 

 

 



 

SERMON Matthew 21:23-32 

Sermon: The Parable of the Two Sons 

 

Confession of Faith and Thanksgiving 

 

Please stand 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

be seated 

PEW REGISTER & OFFERING 

“If the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one 

does not have. -2 Corinthians 8:12. God wants us to give in proportion to the gifts he has given to us.  

Peace Lutheran offers a secure Give by Text option. To donate via text, send the dollar amount 

you wish to give, including a dollar sign, to 888-314-2975. Example: $40. You will receive a 

registration link. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Heavenly Father, to You we lift up our souls, in You we put our trust. We are aware of Your 

mercies; throughout our lives You have shown your steadfast love. You have provided 

for our eternal salvation by sending us Your Son Jesus Christ. For these countless gifts of 

Your love, and mercy, accept our adoration, praise and thanksgiving. 

O Lord, You have kept Your promises with us Your people. Forgive us for breaking our 

promises and confessions before You. In spite of our good intentions we have not always 

turned aside from our wickedness. Forgive us, O Lord.  

Empower us by Your Holy Spirit to keep the promises we made to You when we joined Your 

church. Give us the spirit of Christ who humbled himself and became obedient to death 

for our sake. Give us the will and discipline to follow through on the commitments we 

have made to You and Your church.  

All these petitions and our silent ones we bring before Your throne of mercy…Silent Prayer 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name; Your kingdom come; Your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us; Lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil; For the 

kingdom the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me | 749 

 



 

 



 

PRAYER  

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us 

your saving peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness.  

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. The Lord look on you with his favor + and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 

+ + +  

VOTER’S MEETING October 4, 11:00 AM 

A special Voter’s meeting will be held next Sunday, October 4, after worship. The church council 

will be recommending to the voters that we return the PPP loan.  
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Mission Statement 

Peace Lutheran’s mission is to build a Christ-centered community on God’s Word 

Growing in God’s grace  

Telling of his love to all people 

 

 
Peace Lutheran Church     Staff 
3030 Starkey Blvd. (Suite 227)   Joel Schwartz, Pastor              
Trinity, FL 34655    727.938.6321 
727.938.6321     pastorofpeace@hotmail.com 
staff@peacelutherantrinity.com    
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